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or to assemble, whenever the present King died, and to sit six weeks to settle the kingdom, to appoint Protestant officers, military and civil, and to choose bishops, which the successor, if a papist, should have no power to
nominate.
To this was answered, this was to alter the very frame of the Government and of monarchy, to make it a republic, nor would it prove of any use ; for the King was iking by the fundamental laws of this land, the head of the three estates, insomuch that such a Parliament so called could do nothing without him ; that whilst lie had the title of King, he would exercise the power of a king; that this was therefore not so safe a way to proceed as by titter seclusion. It was argued that this was worse than the other, for it was taking away absolutely his birthright, which the Duke had as much to the Crown, should the King die without issue, as any there had to his father's estate; that it was not likely that a prince of his spirit would be so easily disinherited ; that whenever it had been formerly attempted in case.of the Crown in this kingdom, it never succeeded, but right prevailed at the last; that civil wars had formerly cost England dear on these occasions ; that success would reverse all attainders; and should the Duke arrive that way to the Crown, both the overthrow of religion and the Government would be more to be feared, than whilst there was yet a probability of coming to it peacefully.
May 12. I told the King my fate in the committee. He said he was sorry for it, but they should not stay long behind, except they used himself and his brother better. His Majesty promised me the continuance of the command of Burlington, with the salary of two hundred pounds, till a company fell, which I should have in lieu of mine now to be disbanded with the rest of the army.
Hay 14. The King sent a message to the Commons, to think of raising money for setting out a fleet, and for